
CITIZENS PARTICIPATION PLAN
The State of Kentucky has adopted a citizen's participation plan to set forth the policies and procedures that will be used to solicit citizen's input for the Consolidated Plan process.  The policies are designed to encourage participation by low- and moderate-income persons, particularly those living in slums and blighted areas and in areas where CDBG funds are proposed to be used and by residents of predominantly low- and moderate-income neighborhoods.  The State of Kentucky will also encourage the participation of all Kentuckians, including minorities and non-English speaking persons, as well as persons with disabilities, and will provide accommodations as needed.

Public Hearings to Develop the Consolidated Plan
Prior to the development of the Consolidated Plan the State of Kentucky, specifically the Governor’s Office for Local Development and Kentucky Housing Corporation, will hold public hearings to obtain views of citizens, public agencies, and other interested parties on community and housing needs.  The hearings will be widely publicized through the use of direct mailings, and newspaper advertisements.  At these hearings the State will present information regarding the amount of assistance the State expects to receive and the range of activities that may be undertaken.  To be included will be estimates of the amount of funds that will benefit persons of low- and moderate-income and the plans to minimize displacement of persons and to assist any persons that are displaced.  

Publication of the Proposed Consolidated Plan
The State will incorporate the comments received during the public hearing process into consideration when developing the Consolidated Plan.  The state will publish the proposed Consolidated Plan thirty (30) days prior to submission to HUD for public comment by citizens, units of general local governments, public agencies, and other interested parties.  The draft plan will be mailed to libraries located throughout the state, all Area Development Districts, and local offices of the Kentucky Congressional Delegation.  A summary of the Consolidated Plan will be published in major newspapers throughout the Commonwealth.  The summary will include information indicating locations where citizens may have access to the entire plan.  All copies of the draft as well as the final plan will be provided at no charge.

Review and Final Hearing on the Proposed Plan

After the publication of the Consolidated Plan summary, and the distribution of the copies to the specified sites, citizens and interested parties will have thirty (30) calendar days to submit written comments.  During this same thirty day period a final public hearing will be held regarding the Proposed Consolidated Plan.  This final public hearing will be advertised at least fourteen (14) days in advance of the date of the hearing in major newspapers throughout the Commonwealth and through direct mailings.  The State will carefully consider the time and location of this and all hearings to ensure that it is convenient to potential and actual beneficiaries.  Accommodation will be made for persons with disabilities as requested. The needs of non-English speaking citizens will be met through an interpreter in the case of a public hearing where a significant number of non-English speaking residents can be reasonably expected to participate.  This accommodation will be made as requested. 

Any comments regarding the Consolidated Plan received during the review process be they written or oral will be considered in preparation of the final Consolidated Plan.  A summary of all comments will be attached to the final consolidated Plan along with the reasons for not accepting comments.

Final Plan
The final Consolidated plan and any subsequent substantial amendments will be available for review at libraries throughout the state, Area Development Districts, local offices of the Kentucky Congressional Delegation, Governor’s Office for Local Development, and Kentucky Housing Corporation.  These materials will be available in a form accessible to persons with disabilities, upon request.

Amendments to the Consolidated Plan
In the event of a substantial change in the in the programs that are part of the Consolidated Plan the State will formally amend the Consolidated Plan.  Citizens of the Commonwealth, units of general local government, and all interested parties will be given reasonable notice and the opportunity to comment on any proposed amendment.  Notification will be made through publication in major newspapers throughout the state.  Citizens will have thirty (30) days after the proposed amendment is published to submit written comments on the proposed amendment.  The State will review and take into consideration any comments or views submitted in the preparation of an amendment to the Consolidated Plan.  A summary of the comments or views will be attached to the amendment to the plan as well as reasons for not accepting any comments.

The criteria that the State will use for determining what constitutes a substantial change is as follows:

1.
A change in the allocation priorities or a change in the method of distribution of funds.

2.
Carrying out an activity not previously described in the action plan.

3.
A change in the purpose, scope, location or beneficiaries of an activity.

Performance Reports
Copies of the annual performance report will be distributed to all Area Development Districts, and available at the Governor’s Office for Local Development, and Kentucky Housing Corporation to afford citizens opportunity to comment.  At least fifteen (15) days will be designated as the public comment period prior to the submission of the performance report to HUD.  Any comments received regarding the performance report will be taken into consideration.  A summary of all comments received will be attached to the performance report.  This report will be made available in a form accessible to persons with disabilities, upon request.

Access to Records
The State will provide citizens, public agencies, and other interested parties with reasonable and timely access to information and records relating to the State's Consolidated Plan and the State's programs covered by the Consolidated Plan during the preceding five years.

Complaints
For complaints from citizens related to the Consolidated Plan, any amendments to the Plan, or the Performance Report, the State will address written complaints within fifteen (15) working days where practicable.

Local Government Citizens Participation Plan
The State of Kentucky, through the Governor’s Office for Local Development, herein outline a citizens participation plan, the primary purpose of which is to ensure that low and moderate income (LMI) residents are adequately informed regarding the Kentucky Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program.
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